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ESSENTIAL CIVIL WAR CURRICULUM

How the Civil War Created a Nation

By David Goldfield, University of North Carolina

Resources

If you can read only one book

David Goldfield

America Aflame: How the Civil War Created
a Nation. New York: Bloomsbury, 2011.

Books

George C. Rable

Fredericksburg! Fredericksburg!. Chapel
Hill: University of North Carolina Press,
2002.

Ira Berlin, et al. eds.

Freedom Series II: The Black Military
Experience: A Documentary History of
Emancipation, 1861-1867. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1982,

Anne Sarah Rubin

A Shattered Nation: The Rise and Fall of the
Confederacy, 1861-1868. Chapel Hill:
University of North Carolina Press, 2005.

Russell F. Weigley

A Great Civil War: A Military and Political
History, 1861-1865. Bloomington: Indiana
University Press, 2000.

Heather Cox Richardson

The Greatest Nation of the Earth:
Republican Economic Policies During the
Civil War. Cambridge: Harvard University
Press, 1997.

Sam Watkins “Co. Aytch”: A Confederate Memoir of the
Civil War. New York: Touchstone, 2003.
Mark R. Wilson The Business of Civil War: Military

Mobilization and the State, 1861-1865.
Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press,
2006.
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Ivar Bernstein

The New York City Draft Riots: Their
Significance for American Society and
Politics in the Age of the Civil War. New
York: Oxford University Press, 1990.

David W. Blight

Race and Reunion: The Civil War in
American Memory. Cambridge: Harvard
University Press, 2001.

Richard Carwardine

Evangelicals and Politics in Antebellum
America. New Haven: Yale University Press,
1993.

Benjamin G. Cloyd

Haunted by Atrocity: Civil War Prisons in
American Memory. Baton Rouge: Louisiana
State University Press, 2010.

Charles B. Dew

Apostles of Disunion: Southern Secession
Commissioners and the Causes of the Civil
War. Charlottesville: University Press of
Virginia, 2001.

Drew Gilpin Faust

This Republic of Suffering: Death and the
American Civil War. New York: Knopf,
2008.

Gaines M. Foster

Ghosts of the Confederacy: Defeat, the Lost
Cause, and the Emergence of the New South,
1865 to 1913. New York: Oxford University
Press, 1987.

David Goldfield

Still Fighting the Civil War: The American
South and Southern History. Baton Rouge:
Louisiana State University Press, 2002.

Allen C. Guelzo

Abraham Lincoln: Redeemer President.
Grand Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans, 1999.

Joan D. Hedrick

Harriet Beecher Stowe: A Life. New York:
Oxford University Press, 1994.

Gerald Linderman

The Experience of Combat in the American
Civil War. New York: Free Press, 1987.

Roy Morris, Jr.

The Better Angel: Walt Whitman in the Civil
War. New York: Oxford University Press,
2000.

Mark A. Noll

America’s God: From Jonathan Edward to

Abraham Lincoln. New York: Oxford
University Press, 2002.
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Organizations

Web Resources

http://www.lacriminaldefensepartners.com/constitution-

The Constitution’s Fourteenth

14th-amendment/

Thank you Maggie and Kate and their tutor Ms.
Brendese of West Jefferson School District PA for

finding this website for us.

Amendment. This website
contains a brief summary of the
Civil Rights Act of 1866 and the
13" 14" and 15" Amendments.

https://www.italiandualcitizenship.net/legal-history-of-

Legal history of the 14"

the-14th-amendment/

Thank you Becca, a grade school student, for finding

this website for us.

Amendment. This website
provides a précis of the 14"
amendment and links other
websites with related
information.

Other Sources

Adger, John B. and John L. Girardeau, eds.
The Collected Writings of James Henley
Thornwell. Volume 1V: Ecclesiastical.
Richmond: Presbyterian Committee of
Publication, 1873.

http://books.google.com/books?id=DglZAA
AAMAAIJ&pPg=PR1&Ipg=PR1&dg=John+B
+Adger,+James+Henley+Thornwell&source
=bl&ots=z5XHyp-
z42&sig=hpYOiAvgmL3EWV14Z Tmx1tV
loM&hl=en&ei=cnBgTO-
2BIH88AbKh9y0DQ&sa=X&oi=book_resul
t&ct=result&resnum=8&ved=0CDcQ6AEwW
Bw#v=onepage&g=John%20B.%20Adger%
2C%20James%20Henley%20Thornwell &f=f
alse

Bradley, George S. The Star Corps; or,
Notes of an Army Chaplain During
Sherman’s Famous “March to the Sea.”
Milwaukee: Jermain & Brightman, 1865.

http://books.google.com/books?id=vK6jX0-
zKQUC&printsec=frontcover&dq=George+
S.+Bradley,+The+Star+Corps&hl=en&ei=ju
IUTNj5AsH68AbWVYWKCg&sa=X&o0i=b
00k _result&ct=result&resnum=1&ved=0CC
8Q6AEWAA#V=0nepage&q&f=false

Castleman, Alfred Lewis. The Army of the
Potomac, Behind the Scenes: A Diary of
Unwritten History; from the Organization
of the Army, by General George B.
McClellan, to the Close of the Campaign in
Virginia, About the First Day of January,

http://books.google.com/books?id=AMB6W
yapTGQC&printsec=frontcover&dg=Alfred
+Lewis+Castleman,+The+Army+of+the+Pot
omac&cd=1#v=onepage&g&f=false
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1863.

Howe, M. A. DeWolfe, ed. Home Letters
of General Sherman. New York: Charles
Scribner’s Sons, 1909

http://books.qgoogle.com/books?id=c4ES-
YGLTt0C&pg=PAl1&Ipg=PAl1&dg=Howe,+
Home+Letters+of+General+Sherman&sourc
e=bl&ots=cvEpMJIQPWP&sig=xKN5NQ1ka
t032Ek2af3HJ61uEow&hl=en&ei=9wkUTI
GdJsL38Aadyam6Cg&sa=X&oi=book resul
t&ct=result&resnum=1&ved=0CBIQ6AEwW
AA#v=0nepage&g&f=false.

Perry, John Gardner. Letters from a
Surgeon of the Civil War. Edited by Martha
Derby Perry. Boston: Little

http://books.qgoogle.com/books?id=Co0571D9
xglsC&printsec=frontcover&dq=John+Gard
ner+Perry,+Letters+from+a+Surgeon&cd=1
#v=onepage&q&f=false.

Pickett, La Salle Corbell, ed. The Heart of
a Soldier: As Revealed in the Intimate
Letters of General George Pickett. New
York: Seth Moyle, 1913.

http://docsouth.unc.edu/fpn/pickett/pickett.ht
ml

Southern Historical Society Papers. Vol. 9.
July/August 1881

http://books.google.com/books?id=3iwUAA
AAYAAJ&pg=PP5&dqg=Southern+Historica
I+Society+Papers+Volume+IX&hl=en&ei=

QUUSTPuWIIP6Iwfg50izAQ&sa=X&oi=b

00k _result&ct=result&resnum=2&ved=0CD
AQB6AEWAQ#v=0nepage&g=Southern%20

Historical%20Society%20Papers%20Volum
£%20IX &f=false.

Scholars

David Goldfield

drgoldfi@uncc.edu

James K. Hogue

jhogue@uncc.edu

Mark R. Wilson

mrwilson@uncc.edu

*kkk
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